
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NURSING JONAS POLICY SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION AND SCHOLAR APPLICATION 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 15, 2017

The American Academy of Nursing is pleased to announce an initiative generously supported by the Jonas Center for Nursing and 
Veterans Healthcare to support early-career scholars who will contribute to shaping nursing practice, education, and research policy. 
The Jonas Policy Scholars Program is a two-year fellowship program in which up to six highly qualified doctoral and post-doctoral 
students in nursing will be selected annually to learn about the work of the American Academy of Nursing.  Jonas Policy Scholars will 
be matched with an expert panel and learn from leading experts in nursing about select health policy issues.  Expert panels 
represent the working groups of the Academy.  They review the current research and needs within their fields to make 
recommendations on projects or initiatives the Academy should undertake to transform health care policy and practice.   

The 2017 Jonas Policy Scholars Program will begin in October 2017.  The selected Scholars will meet at the Academy’s 2017 Policy 
Conference, October 5-7 in Washington, DC.  Scholars’ travel, hotel, and registration for the conference will be covered by the 
program. 

Benefits and Responsibilities of the Jonas Policy Scholar: 

1. Attend both the 2017 and 2018 policy conferences of the American Academy of Nursing in Washington, DC.
2. Participate in meetings of the assigned expert panel and the expert panel’s Policy Dialogue (if scheduled).
3. Work closely with the expert panel co-chairs throughout the two-years, providing relevant support to the work of the

expert panel (e.g., conduct literature reviews, research relevant policy issues).
4. Participate in expert panel conference calls.
5. Participate in co-authorship of expert panel manuscripts, as appropriate.
6. Provide some administrative support to the expert panels (e.g., take meeting notes, assist in convening conference calls).
7. Expected time commitment is approximately 16-20 hours per month.

SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA 
Up to six Jonas Policy Scholars will be selected in 2017.  All applications must be sponsored by a Fellow of the American Academy of
Nursing.   

Selection Criteria: 

1. Applicant is a nurse and doctoral (PhD or DNP) student or post-doctoral fellow at time of submission and will at least be a
student through the first year of the program, residing in the U.S. and willing to make a two-year commitment to the Jonas
Policy Scholars program.

2. Evidence of scholarship potential (e.g., history of presentations at professional meetings, multi authored publications, and

receipt of honors, awards, or fellowships).

3. Doctoral student applicants must have a minimum grade point average of 3.5 (on a 4.0 scale).
4. Evidence of leadership potential (e.g., prior leadership experience in organizations such as the Student Nurses’ Association,

experience leading initiatives as a student or in work settings, participation in policy-related initiatives).
5. Must be sponsored by a Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing
6. Applicants should be lead author on at least one peer-reviewed publication.

7. Match between applicant’s interest area and at least one healthcare issue addressed through the following expert panels:

 Building Health Care System Excellence
 Environmental & Public Health
 Informatics and Technology
 LGBTQ Health
 Psychiatric, Mental Health & Substance Abuse
 Women's Health

(For more information on these expert panels, visit the American Academy of Nursing’s website at http://www.aannet.org/expert-
panels). 
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http://www.aannet.org/ep-system-excellence
http://www.aannet.org/ep-environmental-and-public-health
http://www.aannet.org/ep-informatics--technology
http://www.aannet.org/ep-lgbtq-health
http://www.aannet.org/expert-panels
http://www.aannet.org/expert-panels
http://www.aannet.org/expert-panels
http://www.aannet.org/ep-womens-health
http://www.aannet.org/ep-psychmhsuba


Application Process 
Complete and submit the following by May 15, 2017

1. The Jonas Scholars Program application form (attached)
2. Applicant’s curriculum vita
3. A letter of support from a current Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing addressing applicant’s scholarship and 

leadership potential and commitment to the mission of the Academy (per selection criteria identified above).
4. Submit this application, curriculum vitae, and sponsor letter by May 15, 2017 online at:

2017 Academy Jonas Policy Scholar Link 
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https://aan.ps.membersuite.com/forms/CreateFormInstance.aspx?contextID=950bab01-0119-c3a6-3078-0b3c99a8e522


2017 ACADEMY JONAS POLICY SCHOLAR APPLICATION 
Application Deadline: May 15, 2017

First Name: ____________________________  M.I.: ___________  Last Name: _______________________________ 

Credentials:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Preferred order is as follows: highest degree, licensure, and certification) 

Mailing Address 

Address Line 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address Line 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State: __________________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Home/Cell Phone: _______________________________   Email: __________________________________________ 

Current Position: 

� I am a doctoral student in a DNP Program 

� I am a doctoral student in a PhD Program 

� I am a post-doctoral fellow in a research-focused program 

� I am a post-doctoral fellow in a clinical or health policy-focused program 

� Other: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

For applicants currently enrolled in a doctoral program: 

� By checking this box, I am confirming that my current grade point average is 3.5 or greater (on a 4.0 scale). 

Expected date of graduation or fellowship completion (MM/DD/YYYY):  _______________________________________ 

Are you currently receiving support from the Jonas Center for Nursing and Veterans Healthcare? 

� No 

� Yes, please describe: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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School Information 

Name and address of school in which you are currently enrolled as a student or post-doctoral fellow (or name of the 

fellowship program if not associated with a school or university):  

Name of University/School: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address Line 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address Line 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State: __________________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Demographic Information 

What is your racial/ethnic background (check as many as apply)? 

� American Indian/Alaska Native 

� Asian 

� Black or African American 

� Hispanic or Latino 

� Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 

� White/Caucasian 

� Other 

� Prefer Not to Disclose 

What is your gender? ________________________________________ 

� Prefer Not to Disclose 

Primary Academic Advisor/Mentor Information 

Advisor/Mentor Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Advisor/Mentor Mailing Address   

Address Line 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address Line 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State: __________________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Daytime Phone: ________________________________   Email: ______________________________________________ 
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Expert Panel Preference 

The 2017 Jonas Policy Scholars will be matched with one of the following expert panels. Please select up to three of 
these expert panels that you believe would be a good match for you as a Jonas Policy Scholar.  

Question 1: 

What do you consider to be the most important policy issue(s) affecting health or healthcare? (Not to exceed 200 words) 
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Building Health Care System Excellence

Environmental & Public Health

Informatics and Technology

LGBTQ Health

Psychiatric, Mental Health & Substance Abuse

Women's Health



Question 2: 

Briefly describe what you hope to learn or achieve through the Jonas Policy Scholars Program and how this will inform your 

career goals. (Not to exceed 200 words) 

Question 3: 

Briefly describe clinical, technological, or research experience that you believe would contribute to your work as a Jonas Policy 

Scholar on the expert panels noted above. (up to 200 words) 
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Sponsor Information: 

All applicants must be sponsored by a Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing. Sponsors must submit a one-page signed 

letter of support, addressing the applicant’s leadership and scholarship potential and the reasons they believe the applicant is a 

good candidate for the Jonas Policy Scholars Program. This letter of support should accompany the application. 

Sponsor’s First Name: __________________________________ Last Name:____________________________________ 

Place of Employment:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Position: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ Daytime Phone:___________________________ 

Relationship to Applicant: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

How long has the sponsor known the applicant? 

____________________________________________________________ 

Submit this application, curriculum vitae, and sponsor letter by May 15, 2017 online at:

2017 Academy Jonas Policy Scholar Link

Please contact Kaylen Hickman, Member Engagement Manager, at Kaylen_Hickman@AANnet.org or 

202-777-1176 with any questions or concerns.

3/24/17 rev.
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https://aan.ps.membersuite.com/forms/CreateFormInstance.aspx?contextID=950bab01-0119-c3a6-3078-0b3c99a8e522
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